Brief reporting of 'Towards 2020: A Special Olympic Purvanchal
(Eastern U.P.) INDIA

-Jointly organized by Saraswati Manovikas Kendra and Shraddha Special School for

mentally handicapped children

Mr. Rinku Pathak a mentally challenged child of Saraswati
Manovikas Kendra is starting for Torch Run.
With the purpose to provide an opportunity to mentally disabled children to
participate in a big athletic event and compete with their counterparts in other districts.
' Special Olympic was organized for the first time in Purvanchal (Eastern Uttar Pradesh) on
': 25 Feb. 2006 at Dr. Sampoornanand Stadium, Varana31 by Saraswati Manovikas Kendra and
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school carried Torch (Mashal) and relayed it around the track of the stadium. Participants



and guests were welcomed by group welcome song sung by visually impaired girls students
of 'Jeevan Jyoti School for Blind' Sarnath. Special solo welcome song was presented by
Babloo Kumar, student of 'Saraswati Manovikas Kendra' which was highly appreciated for
his melodious voice. The chief guest Dr. K.P. Yadav's (State Minister) Representative Mr.
Dilshad Ahmed lit the Main Torch. This gave a formal start to the programme. On this
maiden and august occasion renowned Psychologists, Social workers, Sports men, Medical
Doctors, School Managers, Principals, Medi'a' representatives, Speciél _.educatibn
Professionals, Professors and Lecturers were present. After sharing their experiences arld '
problems faced by them, they unanlmously declared that 'There should be 50 % reservation
for disabled in the Government offlces working for the welfare of disabled and s001a1 :
welfare. Post identified and suitable for visually and _merltally impaired shou_ld be given
100% reservation by'the Government. At least five model offices bf Govt. at the capital city
level and 3 barrier free offices at the district' level -to be rrlore appérent and the offlice... :
building of District Mag1strate Commlssmner and Dlstrlct Hosp1ta1 must be barrler free S0
that they be taken as models in future constructions office and pubhc =

Athletes (Boys and Girls) were categorized into three groups A, B and C according to
age. Ability test was'administered for formation of their right groups and similar potentials.
Male athletes of age 18 years and above were put into Group 'A’", and females of the same
age into 'A' Girls group. Similarly, 14 years to 17 years old athletes were categorized into
Group 'B' ofcourse events for male and female were separately held. Children below 13 years
were kept into group 'C'. Since girls and boys of ‘this age group were found to with equal
caliber, they were kept into same category. |

The competition were held as per following scheduled at 11 am, 200 meter race for
Group 'A' Boys, 100 meter race for Group 'B' Boys, Shot put for Group 'A' and Group 'C',
200 meter race for Group ‘A’ Girls, 100 meter race for Group 'B' Girls, Shot put for Group 'B'
Boys, Long jump for Boy and Girls Group 'C', 100 meter race for Boys 'A', Long jump for
Girls 'A’, 200 meter race for Boys 'B', Soft ball throw for Boys 'B!, Long jump for Boys
'A’, 100 meter race for Girls 'A’, Soft ball throw for Boys 'B', 100 meter walk for Group 'C'
were organized.

Lunch was served at 1.30 p.m.



In the post lunch session, Relay race 4 X 100 mtrs race for Boys ‘A Group, 100 meter
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